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Agent Suggests Patriotic Motive in Espionage Trial

By ROBIN TONER
Special to The New York Times

BALTIMORE, Oct. 9 — A naval ana-
lyst indicated to Government agents
that he had given classified photo-
graphs to the press becauge he wanted
the American the extent
e igator testified today i Federal
investigatortes today in
court. el
' vid Swindle, a special agent in the
Naval Investigative Service, described
the interrogatiz after taking the stand
in the trial of analyst, Samuel Lor-
ing Morison, who is charged with espio-
nage and theft of Government docu-
ments.
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The agent was permitted to testify

about the 1984 interview after defense ¢

attorneys dropped their earlier objec-
tions to permitting testimony about thé
remarks.

At the time of his arrest in October
11984, Mr. Morison was a civilian em-
'ployee at the Naval Intelligence Sup-
jport Center in Suitland, Md.

Soviet Military Buildup

Mr. Swindle testified today that be-
fore the interrogation investigators re-
moved a ribbon from Mr. Morison’s
typewriter and, after analyzing the im-
pressions left on the ribbon, were able
to reconstruct letters written by the de-
fendant.

In one letter, the agent testified Mr.
Morison had written, *“If the American
people knew what the Soviet Union was
doing, they would increase the defense
budget.”

Later, in interviewing Mr. Morison
after his arrest, the agent said he sug-
gested to the suspect that that this was
his motivation in passing the photo-
graphs to Jane’s Defence Weekly, a
British military publication.

““And Sam looked up and said, ‘you
hit it,”” the agent said. Mr. Morison
went on to say he had removed the
photographs from a co-worker’s desk,
trimmed their borders of information
conveying their source and classifica-

Last month, the Justice Department
filed a motion, under seal, seeking, to.
remove markings from evidence
showed that United States might hewe
shared the photographs with other na-
tions’ intelligence services.

.
Although that motion was filed irrse-
cret, a copy of it was not marked as
such and was circulated among Wash-
ington lawyers. The markings on the
photograph in question reportedly said,
“Rel to UK and CA,” which sources

familiar with American intelligen
procedures said was shorthand for
‘““Releasable to the United Kingddyt
and Canada,”’ meaning the intelligenice

tion, and mailed them to the British
journal, the agent testified.

Mr. Morison made the statement
after at first denying any knowledge of |

the photographs, Mr. Swindle testified. |
The photographs, which show a |
Soviet aircraft carrier under construc-
tion, were published by Jane’s and re-
printed by American newspapers.
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Fie testified that each new release of
the photographs provided updated in-
formation on the satellite to the Soviet
Union. ,

The photographs at issue were en-
tered into evidence today. They were
identified by a witness as identical to
the photographs that were missing
from the Naval Intelligence Support
Center, and later showed up in Jane’s.

But markings on the photograph
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have been within the intelligence cen-
ter, according to testimony.

The photographs entered into evi-
dence say, on the back, ‘“‘Rel. to,”’ fol-
lowed by a blank, according to testimo-
ny. i

Approved For Release 2011/02/23 : CIA-RDP91-00587R000100560005-7



